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A method for backing up and restoring a computer 
system, Comprising : 

writing system state information to a first medium, the 
system state \nformation including data for operating a backup 
device; 

writing data N^iles via the backup device to a second 
medium; 

reading the systeitk state information from the first 
medium and creating a restoration environment therefrom; 

enabling the operation\>f the backup device in the 
restoration environment; and 

operating the backup device \o restore the data files by 
reading the second medium, 



The method of claim 1 wherein writing system state 



\ 



information including data for operating a backup device 
includesVwMiting a device driver to the first medium. 



3. T^ie method of claim 1 wherein writing system state 
information including data for operating a backup device 
includes identifying a restore program. 
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4\ The method of claim 1 wherein writing system state 
informatickt includes writing hard disk configuration 
information, 



The method of claim 1 wherein the first medium 
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comprise^ a floppy disk, 

he method of claim 1 wherein the first medium 

comprises a\ZD-ROM. 

r 

of claim 1 wherein writing the state 
information incl\ifles Jbaving information to at least one 
network file 

8. The method V>f claim 1 wherein writing the state 
information includes t\ansmitting the state information over a 
transmission medium 



The method of claim 1 wherein creating a restoration 



environment^includes configuring at least one hard disk, 



10. The method of cj^aim 1 wherein creating a restoration 

environment includes conf iguriho a hard disk, and copying 

operating system files to the hard 

- 32 - 



a 

; « 
j b : 

m 



C3 



S 1.1 

m 



1^. The method of claim 10 wherein configuring a hard 
disk includes creating a boot volume and a system volume/ and 
wherein at least some of the operating system files are copied 
to the boot volume and system volume. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the system state 

information includes registry data, and wherein creating a 

restoration environment includes restoring at least some of 

the registry dapa to a system registry. 

f 



13. The metV 



tape for a tape di 



claim 1 wherein the second medium is a 



14. The method of claim 1 wherein the second medium is a 
hard disk drive. 



15. The method on claim 1 wherein enabling the operation 
of the backup device includes installing a device driver. 



16. The method of claim 1 wherein operating the backup 
device includes executing a\restore program. 
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i\7 . A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 1 
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18. & method for backing up a computer system for 
subsequent ^restoration, comprising: 

collecting system state information including hard disk 
conf igur at ion\ information ; 

recording\ the system state information to a readily- 
accessible medium; and 

recording recovery information to the medium. 

19. The methpV oj£ claim 18 wherein collecting system 
state information^/fulfther includes obtaining system registry 
data. 

20. The method of V:laim 18 wherein collecting system 
state information further\ includes identifying at least one 
custom driver, 



21. The method of claim\ 18 wherein recording the system 
state information to a readily\accessible medium includes 
writing the information to a floppy disk. 
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22. The method of claim 18 wherein recording recovery 



information to the medium further includes saving a list of at 

\ 

least on^ instruction to execute. 



23. 



le method of claim 22 wherein at least one 



instruction ^corresponds to running a restore program. 

24. The Method of claim 18 wherein recording recovery 
information to Medium further includes locating files that 
are unchangeable, 

25. The m^€ho\l of claim 24 wherein recording recovery 
information to the medium further includes cataloging the 
files that are unchangeable. 

26. A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions \for performing the method of claim 18 



f^l^\^ > *&3 s . A method for restoring a computer system, 
compr i s i ng^V 

accessing system state information including hard disk 
configuration informatibn^and recovery information; 

creating a restoration envs^ronment from the system state 
information; and 



executing at least one recovery instruction based on the 
recovery linformation . 



28. ihe method of claim 27 wherein accessing system 
state information includes receiving information from a backup 
medium. 
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29. The l method of claim 28 wherein receiving information 
from a backup medium includes reading at least one file from a 
floppy disk. 

The method of claim 27 wherein creating a 
on>*ivironment from the system state information 
includes conf iguring^t least one hard disk. 



^Jgf restoratic 



The method of claim 27 wh>r^in creating a 
restoration environment from the system sta^e^in format ion 
includes\ copying system files to at least one hard ai^lc, 



32. Vfthi method of claim 27 wherein creating a 
restoratijafi Environment from the system state information 
includes prov\ding a graphical windowing environment. 
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33V The method of claim 27 wherein executing at least 
one recovery instruction includes running a restore program. 

\ 

i. 

34. The method of claim 27 wherein creating a 
restoration environment from the system state information 
includes providing a graphical windowing environment, and 
wherein executing at least one recovery instruction includes 
running a restor^ program via the graphical windowing 
environment . 

35. The method h£f claim 27 further comprising 
configuring the restara/cion environment. 

36. The method or claim 27 wherein executing at least 
one recovery instruction includes configuring the restoration 
environment . 



37. The method of clnim 36 wherein configuring the 
restoration environment includes installing at least one 
device driver. 



38. A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 27. 
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39s A system for backing up a first computer device for 
restoring N:o a second computer device, comprising: 
a medium* 

a backup component, the backup component collecting 
system state information of the first computer device and 
recording the system soate information to the medium; and 

a restore component, \.he restore component reading the 
medium to obtain the system s\ate information and configuring 
the second computer device in accordance with the system state 
information, 

4$. The system of claim 39 wherein the second computer 
device includes at least some new hardware relative to the 
first computer device. 

41. The system of claim 39 wherein the second computer 
device comprises the same hardware as the first computer 
device . 
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42. The system of claim 39 wherein the medium comprises 
a floppy disk. 



43. The system or claim 39 further comprising a backup 

device for storing data\of the first computer device. 
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44V The system of claim 43 wherein the restore component 
operatea^fehe backup device to restore data to the second 
compute^yievice . 

The system of claim 39 wherein the system state 
information rtK^udes hard disk configuration information. 



,6. The system of claim 39 wherein the system state 
information includes system registry information. 

47. \ The system of claim 39 wherein the backup component 
includes a backup application program. 

48. Th^ system of claim 39 wherein the restore component 
includes a re^torfe japplication program. 

49. The sy&t^tfi of claim 39 wherein the restore component 
is run via a sr^stein setup program. 



50. The systeimof claim 39 wherein the restore component 
creates a restoration^ environment by copying operating system 
files to a hard drive ©f the second computer system. 
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51. The system of claim 50 wherein the restore component 



initialises the restoration environment by installing at least 

\ 

one devic'^ driver. 

\ 
\ 

52. Tme system of claim 50 wherein the restore component 
configures tne restoration environment by installing a custom 
device driver \from the medium. 
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53. The syi 
corresponds to a 
computer . 
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f claim 52 wherein the device driver 
device for storing data of the first 



54. The system pf claim 39 wherein the restore component 
includes a first phasa for configuring the second computer 
device and creating a Restoration environment, and a second 
phase for configuring tne restore environment and running a 
restore application therein. 



55. The system of claim 54 further comprising a backup 
device for storing data of uhe first computer, and wherein the 
restore application operates \he backup device to restore data 
to the second computer. 
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